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LETTER, &c. 


SIR, 


A NEW Edition of three little Tracts 


which I drew up twenty-two years 
ago, at the deſire of the late Archbiſhop 


Secker, being now called for, I conceive 


there is a Wa propriety in my addreſſing 
them to you, who appear to be actuated by 
ſimilar principles to thoſe which dictated 
them, in your endeavours to ſerve that un- 
happy claſs of our fellow-creatures, whoſe 
preſent comfort and future felicity were 


the objects of the ſecond and third. 
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Had that excellent prelate lived to receive 
the latter one, I have no doubt he would 
have prevailed with Government to take 


* ſome ſteps towards promoting the regula- 
tions I therein propoſed ; but neither his 


immediate ſucceſſor, nor any of the other 


members of the Society for the Propagation 


of the Goſpel in Foreign Parts, to whom 
copies were delivered, judged the matter, I 
preſume, of ſufficient importance to take up 
the conſideration of it; and I had the mor- 
tification to find the rulers of the State 
were as little diſpoſed to be aQive on the 
poor Negroes' account, as the governors of 
the Church ; although when I came into 
office, I preſented a copy to each of them ; 


but I very much doubt if any of them ever 
took the pains to read it ; for I have always 


found Miniſters of State as careful to avoid 


trouble, as the Miniſters of the Goſpel are 
earneſt in their prayers, for Peace in ther 
time. 
The mode you purſued was therefore, 
1 am well perſuaded, the only one which 


could have forced the conſideration of the 
ſubject upon either; and you have not 
only ſucceeded in engaging them both, 

: but 
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but the Oppoſition alſo, and the whole na- 


tion in a good degree, in behalf of the 
wretched deſcendants of Ham. 

The ground upon which the inquiry 
was adopted does all the parties the greateſt 


credit: for what could be more honourable 
for the repreſentatives of a commercial peo- 


ple than the declaration, that whatever trade 
was not honeſt in its principle ought not to 
be purſued, however lucrative it RD be 1 in 
its produce? 

What inſtance of deference to that funda- 
mental maxim of all juriſprudence, Fiat 
Juſtitia ruat Cœlum, did ever the leaders of 


Adminiſtrations or of Oppoſitions give equal 
to the ſacrifice of a trade, which takes off 
200, oool. value of their country manufac- 


tures? Of colonies that conſumed to the 
amount of 1, 200, oool. more, and that fur- 


niſhed the means of extracting a revenue of 


1, oo, oool. to the ſingle conſideration of its 
injuſtice? Or when did the landed and monied 
intereſts in the Houſe of Commons ſo cheer- 


fully unite in depriving the ſtockholders of 
ſo large a part of their ſecurity, as an in- 


come of 1,500,000]. per annum, and in 
laying the foundation of an additional three 


ſhil- 


„ 
ſhillings in the pound land tax to make good 
the deficiency in the public revenue, which 


it was probable might be the conſequence 


of this facrifice to juſtice and humanity ? 
I am aware that other motives than thoſe 


which I have aſſigned, have been imputed 


to the actors in this philanthropic ſcene, and 
that fanaticiſm and the popularity of the 
meaſure are ſuppoſed to have had the great- 
eſt influence over them: but ſurely, when 
men are acting in direct and palpable con- 
tradition to their public and private inte- 
reſts, it is unfair not to allow them to be 
actuated by the conſcientious motives they 


avow. But however much I approve the 


principle and applaud the diſintereſted be- 
nevolence of the meaſure, I do not wiſh to 
ſee ſo much philanthropy exerted at ſo great 
an expence to the public, if the ſame good 
can be done in a manner leſs injurious to 
the trade and finances of the kingdom ; and 
it is to ſuggeſt ſome ideas of that nature 
that I have ſolicited your attention, as I ſin- 
cerely believe you have undertaken this bu- 
ſineſs with the pureſt and moſt upright in- 
tentions, and will be well pleaſed to ſee any 


means pointed out by which the temporal 


and 
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9 
and ſpiritual welfare of the negroes may be 


promoted and ſecured at a leſs expence than 
the total abolition of the African trade, and 


the dereliction of the Weſt-India Colonies.& 


As the negroes, whoever was their pro- 
genitor, muſt be allowed to be the creatures 
of the ſame Creator with the whites, I can- 
not ſuppoſe but that they are equally his 
care, and entitled to the ſame immortality 
and ſalvation ; and if that be ſo, it is ſurely 
the duty of all Chriſtians, as ſtates, ſocie- 
ties, and individuals, to endeavour to in- 
ſtru& them in the knowledge and will of 
their Creator ; for to know his will, and to 
obey it, muſt ever be the primary, if not 
the ſole object of attention with immortal 
beings, and upon that principle ought every 


political ſociety to be founded, and by it 


ought the propriety of every political inſti- 
tution or regulation to be tried. I will not, 


*I have purpoſely avoided the application of the 


term flave to the negroes in our Colonies, as that 


term in common acceptation means ſuch as have no 
legal rights, but are at the abſolute will and diſpoſal 
of their owner or maſter ; whereas the planter has 
neither property in, or power over the negroe, but 


ſuch as the laws of the Colony give him, 


2 how- 


CY 
however, proceed to annalize the Britiſh 
conſtitution upon this principle, leſt J ſhould 
be. led to anticipate what I intend to be the 
ſubject of a future publication. 

The firſt queſtion, therefore, which 1 
conceive we ought to put to ourſelves, is, 
what are the beſt and moſt probable means 
of inſtructing the Africans in the knowledge 
and will of their Creator? And the next, 
how thoſe means may be employed, ſo as 
to promote their temporal adyantage in con- 
currence with their ſpiritual welfare? 

It is ſome ages ſince the people of Eng- 
land became acquainted with the peninſula 
of Africa, and many years ſince our govern- 
ment have made eſtabliſhments upon its 
Weſtern coaſt. If, then, we inquire what 
has our catholic ſtate, our triumphant church, 
or our Chriſtian people done towards in- 
ſtructing the ignorant and ſavage Africans 
in the knowledge and will of our common 
Creator, we ſhall find, that the ſum total 
of our endeavours will be no more than 
the bringing a ſingle young negroe from 
Cape Coaſt, and educating him in England 
at the expence of the Society for propaga- 
tion of the Goſpel, ordaining and ſending 

him 


e 5 
him back to his relations as a miſſionary, 
with a ſalary of 50l. per ann. of which there 
is contributed by the Biſhops alone the ſum 
of 51. 178. which is equal to 48. 6d. each, 
towards the inſtruction and ſalvation of the 
whole people of Africa. Yet, ſmall as this 
ſum is, it is all the money more than either 
the Britiſn Government or the Eaſt India 
Company contributes to the inſtruction of the 
20 millions of Aſiatics, from whom the for- 
mer derives a rent- charge of 400,0001. and 
thrice that ſum in duties; and the latter 
extracts a revenue of 4 or 5 millions, Now 
can it be imagined, that the excellent pre- 
lates who have governed our church ever 
fince our ſettlements took place on the coaſt 
of Africa, would have made no greater ef- 
forts for the ſalvation of the natives, if they 
had not been fully perſuaded, it was im- 
practicable to give them any religious in- 
ſtruction in their own country? I have, 
therefore, the unanimous teſtimony of all 
the governors of our church for two cen- 
turies, to ſupport my opinion, that the firſt 
ſtep to be taken towards the inſtruction of 
the Africans is, to tranſport them out of 


their country. 
5 To 


(10) 
To carry away ſuch as are willing to go, 
cannot, I conceive, be liable to any objec- 
tion, eſpecially as the Britiſh Goyernment 
has long permitted its own natural-born 
white ſubjects to be inveigled away in large 
numbers to America, without any pretence 
of their better inſtruction in religion, or 
that they cannot be properly taught the 


knowledge and will of their Creator in 


their own country. 1 ſhall, therefore, take 
it for granted, that to remove ſuch of the 
natives of Africa to the Britiſh Colonies (as 
are willing to go) with a view to their 
better e in the Divine Will, with- 
out prejudice to their temporal welfare, is 


not only licit but laudable. The next in- 


quiry, then, muſt be, whether any ſtate or 
perſons can acquire ſuch a right over any 
individual, as to remove him out of his na- 
tive country into another, without his own 
conſent? 

Here I mould find it neceſſary to enter 
into a long diſcuſſion of the rights of men, 
if Mr. Burke: had not, R for me, 
and moſt happily for the public, precluded 
all farther inveſtigation of the ſubject, by 


expoſing the abſurdity of founding the laws 


of 
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guiſhed from each other. 


E 1 
of foclety upon the ſuppoſed natural equa- 
lity of man, when the very end and pur- 
poſe of ſociety i 13 to counteract the natural 
inequality of men, ail inequality which the 
Creator ordained, as it ſhould ſeem, for the 
very purpoſe of forcing them into ſociety, 
the condition for which they were created 
and adapted.“ * How far, therefore, a man 
can, and does ſubſcribe his individual rights 


into the ſociety of which he es a 


member, ſhall be the only object of my in- 
quiry. That no man can give to another a 
right to exerciſe a power over him which he 
hab not over himſelf, is an aphoriſm which 1 
take the liberty to deny, upon the ground 
of che practice of all ſtates there ever ex- 
iſted, for although no man can diſpoſe of his 
own life, he can give the ſtate he becomes 


* The variety of the human face is to me a ſtrong 
proof of the care of the Creator to remove any im- 


pediment to men's living in ſociety which a ſimila- 


rity of countenance would certainly have been, and 
when the ſmallneſs of the features and the circumfe- 
rence of the face are conſideted, it is moſt wonderful 
that no two are to be found in the whole of the ex- 
iſting ſpecies ſo exactly alike as not to be diſtin- 


b 2 b 
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a ſubje& of a right to take it away; at 


| leaſt all ſtates have aſſumed ſuch a power, 

| and if they did not, they could not exiſt: ; 
|. nor is another aphoriſm, that no man can be | 
| | bound to a ſociety to which he has never 
1 given his conſent, more true in fact, as in ; 
Ii every State the condition of the child is de- | 
I cided before he is born, and if he were to | 
i attempt to alter it, he would in many caſes 4 
| i be ſeverely puniſhed for his preſumption. 
| Indeed, no Government could ſubſiſt, if it q 
were optional in every individual of its mem- N 

bers to diſſolve or withdraw from it; all Go- i 


vernments have therefore wiſely determined 
by their practice, that the parent ſhall con- 
tract for the child, and nothing but the ge- 
neral inclination of the people, or the ope- 
ration of force which pre- ſuppoſes that in- 
elination, can juſtify diſobedience to what- 
ecver Government a man lives under the pro- 
tection of; and we need not go to the deſpo- 
tic ſtates of Africa for examples, as our own 
happy free country will furniſh them abun- 
dantly: you, Sir, well know, that when a 
farmer takes a leaſe for three lives, he ge- 


nerally puts in the lives of two of his chil- ; 
dren with his own ; and you alſo know, | 
that 
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( 13 ) 
that upon the death of the father, the chil- 
dren become anſwerable for the rent. Now 
let us drop our partiality to our own dear 
country and its liberty for a moment, and 


conſider what is truly implied in this tranſ- 


action. „ 
In a fair bargain it is ſuppoſed that the 


farmer, by the induſtry of himſelf and fa- 


mily, and the employment of his property, 
can draw out of the ground a produce equal 
to three times the rent he pays for it; that 
is, in other words, he agrees to work for 
his landlord two days in every week, on 
condition of his permitting him to occupy 
a certain portion of his ground ; and from 
the labour of the other four, he is to pro- 
cure food and raiment for himſelf and all 
his family; and all caſualties of ſickneſs or 
bad weather, and other misfortunes, are to 
be placed to the account of his own four 
days, for his landlord muſt have his two 
whatever befal him. It is true, in caſe he 
chuſes to be idle, his landlord has not the 
power to drive him into the field with a 


cow ſkin or cart whip, but he can do what 
1s far more ſevere, he can ſhut him up for 


life in a cold priſon. The option, then, 


that the farmer has in this land of liberty, 


2 19 


© i I 
is to work or to rot in à gaol; and this 
very condition he has the right of entailing 
upon his fons, for the ſons cannot get rid 
of the leaſe while they live, nor be diſ- 
charged from the obligation of paying the 
rent, unleſs their landlord diſcharges them, 


that is, gives them thiir feet, or they 
find a ſubſtitute, which the landlord will 


accept in their ſtead. Now is it ſo much 


greater a hardthip upon che African, to be 
obliged to work the fix days for a landlord, 
| who not only furniſhes him with the land, 
but finds him and his children in habitations, 


food, and cloaths, and takes care of them in 
fnefs and old age, as Well as in their in- 
fancy ? or does thic oiliitencs of the puniſh- 
ment which attends upon the idleneſs of 


either, argue any difference in the right cf 
inflicting ? It is the laws of the country 


which authoriſes both kinds, and to thoſe 
laws whires and blacks are equally bound 
to ſubmit. What is the caſe of a free-born 
Engliſh failor, forced into a ſervice to which 
he never conſented ? Is he not flogged if he 
refuſes to do the duty required of him? And 
are not our paupers in our workhouſes puniſh- 
ed if they refuſe to do ſuch work as is judged 
by the overſeers ſuitable to their ſtrength ? 

And 
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( 15 J 
And upon what ground is it juſtified, but 
that of the power of the ſtate over all its 


ſubects. 


I have been an owner of negroes in Ame- 
rica, and I am a landholder in Wales, and 
I ſolemnly declare, were my Welch cot- 


tagers to offer themſelves and their chil- 


Jen to me upon the ſame footing as I held 
my negroes, and the laws permitted it, I 

would not accept them. The cottager I 
neither feed nor cloath, much leſs his wife 
and children.—(Iam not now talking of what 


| humanity or charity might dictate, 2 what 


the laws of England require and allow.) — 
I pay him wages only when he works, and 
in ſickneſs and bad weather he 1s no charge | 

upon me ; and when he is old and paſt bis 


labour, I turn him over to his pariſh, and 


ſo get rid of him; whereas, if he were upon 
the footing of my negroes, I muſt lodge, 
maintain, and cloath him and his family, 
in ſickneſs and in health, foul days as well 
as fair, and take equal care of him in his old 
age as in his youth. 


The difference, then, between 5 free- 


born Engliſhman and the negroe ſeems to 


be this, that the one 1s compelled to labour 
whule he is able by the pinching of hunger, 
the 
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| the ſhivering of cold, or the horrors of a gaol; 
and the other is forced to it when he is well 


fed and clothed, and in ſound health, by the 


terrors of the cart whip. If we find ſo little 
difference between the condition of the pre- 


ſent Engliſh cottagers and the negroes, what 


ſhall we ſay to the former villains or ſlaves 


of the feudal lords in this country, or in 
Ruſſia or Poland, and the other European 
kingdoms, where the feudal ſyſtem ſtill pre- 
vails, and under which we ſee the tenants 
ſold and transferred with the ſoil they cul- 


tivate? The African Princes, indeed, aſ- 
ſume and exerciſe a ſtill more deſpotic 
power over their ſubjects than did the 


feudal lords, however they may have come 
by it ; for they put them to death in their 


own country, if ſuch be their pleaſure, or 
ſell them to ſtrangers out of it. But ſuch 


is the conſtitution of their governments 


and if that gives the princes a right or 


power to ſell their ſubjects, I know not 
what ſhould prevent our purchaſing them 
upon the principle I firſt eſtabliſhed, viz. 


that we do it with a view to better their 
condition ; for that our religion does not 
oppoſe it, we have the 1 of the ve- 


nerable Society, expreſſed in the letter in- 
ſerted 


. 
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ſerted in the annexed Tracts, and 1 up 
by Archbiſhop Secker himſelf, though pro- 
bably aſſiſted by the preſent excellent Biſhop 
of London, then one of his Grace” 8 chap- 
lains: and the legality of it is fanctioned by 
a variety of acts of Parliament, and the fre- 
quent grants of public money for the pur- 
poſe of carrying it on. 

The only points then to be determined 
are, whether the condition of the negroes is 
really bettered by their removal, or r whether 
it may be made ſo? And here let our mi- 
niſters of ſtate and of the goſpel take ſhame 
to themſelves for their moſt unpardonable 
neglect of theſe poor creatures. I did what 
I could to awaken their attention to them, 
but in vain. ' You have raiſed a voice that 
muſt be heard; the nation is rouſed, and 
will not be quieted without a reform in our 
conden towards them: but have a a care that 
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more miſchief has been done to the beſt 
cauſe by the interference of zealots, than 
by the indolence of ſupine governors, - We 
know the condition of the negroes to be 
moſt wretched in their own country—what 
[ means, let us aſk ourſelves, are in our power 
4 3 to 
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to render it leſs ſo ? Is there auy practica- 
ble plan (and our governors both of church 


* and ſtate ſeem to think there is not) for 


amending the conſtitutions of their govern- 
ments, and of inſtructing them in 8 know- 
ledge and will of their Creator ? Theſe 


queſtions we ought to be able to anſwer 


ſatisfactorily to our conſciences in the affir- 
mative, before we prohibit their removal ; 

for if we can deviſe no means of mending 
their condition in their own country, We are 


bound as men and Chriſtians, to aſſiſt them 
in removing. out of it into one where their 


preſent. and future happineſs will be better 


provided for. 


No objection, I preſume, would lie 3 
our purchaſing the devoted ſubjects of a ty- 
rant in Africa, and ſetting them down as 


tenants upon eſtates in the Weſt Indies, re- 
quiring only a ſtated rent in proportion to 


the value of the lands they occupied, at the 


fame time providing for their ſpiritual wel- 


fare, by appointing ſchoolmaſters and miſ- 


ſionaries to inſtruct them in the knowledge 
and will of their Creator. Their removal, 
therefore, is not under all circumſtances to be 
prohibited. But the purpoſe for which we 

2 remove 
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( 19 ) 
remove them, it is ſaid, is to make them 
greater ſlaves to ourſelves than they were to 
their princes : and if this be the fact, that pur- 
_ poſe ought certainly to be changed, or the re- 
moval totally prohibited; for I never did or 
can conſider it lawful to purchaſe an African 
negroe, but with the ſincere purpoſe of bet- 
tering his condition both here and hereafter, 
and with the full conviction, that we are 
doing ſo. ” 
Upon this ground, then, let us ; try the 
cauſe, and compare the condition. of the 
African negroe in his own country with 
what it is, or may be made, in the Weſt 
lach. 
That the African govemments are def. 
potic throughout has been fully proved, 
with very few exceptions, and that their 
princes conſider their ſubjects as their ab- 
ſolute property, and either butcher or ſell 
them at their pleaſure ; ; and that thoſe 
which are brought to our factories for ſale, 
are either priſoners taken in war, criminals, 
or debtors, or the property of the princes 
or great men,. bred up for ſale, has alſo 
been eſtabliſhed by uncontrovertible evi- 
dence ; and as to the idle ſtories of kidnap- 

9 ping, 


2 

ping, or carrying off by violence, they have 
been ſo fully refuted, as to deſerve no far- 
ther notice. 

The manner of their tranſportation, and 
their treatment on board our Ships, has been 
found very reprehenſible indeed; and too 
much praiſe cannot be given to Vou and 
Sir William Dolben for the pains you have 
| taken to bring i it to light, nor to Mr. Pitt, 
for the [ek 2525 he fo generouſly 
adopted for its prevention and remedy ; and 
I am clearly of opinion, that the removal of 
the African negroes from Africa tothe Welt 
Indies, ought to be made in 4 manner as 
comfortable and falutary, as the removal of 
emigrants from Ireland and Scotland to 
America is rendered by the laws of the 
American States: and I particularly recom- 

mend to your attention, the laſt act paſſed in 

Pennſylvania for the purpoſe, as a model for 
the regulations of the tranſport of the Afri- 
can negroes. 


The "regulations. enjoined by that act will, 


_ indeed, render the tranſport. much more ex- 


penſive than it has been; . but that circum- 
ſtance ought not to be an objection to your 
adopting chem, as it will operate beneficially 

for 
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the price in Africa, and to raiſe it in the Co- 
lonies. The effect of the one will be, to 
leflen the temptation to procure ſlaves by 
unjuſt means, and of the other, to. render 
the planters more attentive to the offspring 


of thoſe they already poſſeſs. Indeed the le- 


giſlature of Jamaica have by their conſoli- 


dated act paſſed in 1788, made ſuch provi- 


ſions for the temporal advantage of the ne- 
groes, as renders their condition 1 in Jamaica, 
in that reſpect far preferable to what it is in 
Africa, and I ſhould hope that a& will be 
adopted by all the other Iſlands, as far as 
their different circumſtances will admit, if it 


be recommended to them by Parliament, in 


a reſolution of your committee. 

The rendering their ſpiritual condition 
equally preferable, appears to be the only 
remaining object of attention; and here too 
I am happy to be able to refer you to prece- 
dents, though ſorry am I to fay, that neither 


the governors of our church or ſtate have 
furniſhed them, or given the ſmalleſt degree 


of ſupport to thoſe who have. What 1 
mean, is, the example of the Unitas fratrum 
ſociety, 


TY 
ſociety, commonly called Moravians, who 
have actually inſtructed, and continue to in- 
ſtruct, in the knowledge and will of God, 
upwards of 4000 negroes and people of co- 
bur in the Iſland of Auch alone. Their 
method perfectly corteſponds with that I 
pointed out in the third of theſe little tracts, 
which I now beg leave to put into your hand; 
and, indeed, I was fully informed of their 
plan at the time I drew it up, as I had one 
of their Miſſionaries reſiding upon my plan- 
tation in Georgia, who ſpared from his oc- 
cupation of a carpenter, a ſufficient portion 
of his time for the inſtruction of my ne- 
groes, and thoſe of the neighbouring Plan- 
ters, who deſired his viſits. 85 
Such are the only proper Miſſionaries to 
be employed in this work of indiſpenſable 
duty, which is ſo ſolemnly bound upon the 
conſciences of all our rulers in church and 
ſtate, as well as upon the planters, by every 
precept of the Goſpel, that our paſt neglect 
renders us unworthy of the name of Chriſti- 
ans I ſhall hope, too, that the providing reli- 
gious inſtructors for the negroes would lead 
our rulers to think a little of the religious 
ſtate of the whites in the Colonies, to which 
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they have been to the full as inattentive as 


to that of the Negroes. When the lands j in 
the ceded Iſlands were parcelling out for 
fale, I endeavoured to impreſs the then ad- 
miniſtration with ſome ideas of the propriety | 


of allotting glebe lands in the ſeveral par, 


riſhes, into which the French inhabitants 
had divided thoſe Iſlands; 3 but neither that, 


nor any other proviſion, was made, or has ſince 


been made, in any of them by government, | for 
the regular ſervice of Almighty ( God; and the | 


Iſland of Dominica, which 18 divided into 


{1 


twelve pariſhes, has not a ſingle clergyman. 
at this day to officiate in any one of chem; 


and yet we have the preſumption to call 
ourſelves a Chriſtian people, and we boaſt, 
that our twenty-ſix moſt learned and excel- 


| lent Prelates have ſeats in the upper Houſe 


of Parliament, to ſuperintend that great and 
eſſential object the religion of the State 
But whatever be the regulations reſpecting 


the negroes in the colonies, I much fear 
they will have little effect, unleſs it be made 


the duty of ſome perſon unconnected with 
the Iſlands to ſee them duly obſerved. The 


negroes cannot know what the regulations 


are, nor whether they have the benefit of 


them, and if they did know them, to whom 
| | are 
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are they to complain, or by whom ſend 
theit complaints of not enjoying them? an 
Hrtendant or Superintendant of the negroes 


1 therefore, t to 9 Be appointed in every 


it proper to' ſubmit to hit conſideration Bu 
fore' you reſume the chair of the committee, 


you have given notice you propoſe to re- 


new, after the holydays, and as they are the 


reſult of much experience and intimate ac- 


quaintance with the whole of the ſubſect, 5 
and are ſuggeſted by one whoſe endeavours 
have long been exerted for the advantage of 
that unhappy race of men, whoſe cauſe you 
have lately pleaded with ſo much eloquence 
and purſued with ſo much ability and unre- 
mitted attention, he truſts you will receive 
them as the contribution of a fellow labou- 
rer, and as a teſtimony of tlie reſpect and 
eſteem with which 1 has 6 2 to be, 
Vour moſt 12 . # 
and faithful Bunte 7 


W. K. 
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